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LIST OF NEW OFFICERS & COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR 1976

CHATRMAN J.J. Rowland,

42 Leburnam Way,

Littleborough, Lancs, 0L15 8IS
SECRETARY P. Tubt,

2 River Side,

Glanyllyn, Taffs Well, Glam.
TREASURER £.G. Inson,

42 Torrens Drive,

Lekeside, Cardiff, CF2 ATW
EDITOR H G.K. Jones,

37 Springfield,

Bradford on Avon, Wilts.
HECORDS
OFFICER s K.J.G. Maddocks,

Pen-Cae, Bryn Road,

Upper Brynamman, Dyfed.
BQUIPMENT
OFFICER @ P, Cardy,

111 Roedean Avenue,
Enfield, Midédx.

CAVE RESCUE

ORGANISER R. Hall,
Flat 1, 17 High Street,
Newport, Salop.

COTTAGE WARTHEN: B. Foster,
68 Heol Tawe,
Abercrave, Swansesa.

PERMIT
SECRETARY ¢ J. Harvey,
Clifford House,
Newnham on Severn, (Glos.
CONSERVATION
OFFICER ¢ W.E. Clarke,
¢/o D. Pascoe Clarke & Son Ltd.
Swansea Hoad, Pontlliw, Swansea.
ORDINARY
MEMBERS ¢ D.E, Samuel,

¥Flat 1, Grasysitone {ourt,
14 The Common, London, ¥W.5.

G.A. Jackson,
21 Merridene,
London, N21 1RD

B. Jopling,
44 Carhampton Road, Falcon Lodge,
Sutton Coldfield, W. Midlands.



SOUTH WALES CAVING CLUB 1975-76

Fxpenditure (=2«=75 to 3lel=76

H.lls Expenses

income 1=2=75 tp 3l=1=T75

Cottages 224,97 224.17 H.ll. Fees 982.56
Showers Box 106.37
Eiectricity 6764 Subscriptions 504,50
Gas 118,78 Donations 3s.12 1628.55
bil i83.12
Warden 31.87 Grant 67,00
Rates/Ins, 158,75 560,16
Suzveys 77.28
Ciub Expenses
Sscretary 57.32 Posters 97.60
Records 15.60
Telephone 95,37 Sales (various) 263.158
Equipment 34.87
Editor 151,34 354,50 Telephone 42.54
Miscellansous Dinners 307.41
Purchase of Rope 66,00
Surveys {80.00 F.Aslett Donation 23.00
Dinnexs 281.92
Posters 35.00 Miscellaneous 37.00
E. Aslett Donation 23.00
Return of Sale 48 .85 Interest 63.69
Miscellansous 24,30 656,07
Conssrvation Consexvation
46,95 46,95 Donations sic. 97.75
Cave Rescue
859.10 89.10 Donations etc. 89.21 1165.60
Total 1933.55 Total 2794.18
Specific Donations
Sponsored Walk 476.94
£. Aslett Begquest 1000,00
Total $476,94




SOUTH WALES CAVING CLUB 1975-76

ACCOUNT BALANCES AND ASSETS AT 31-1-76

Monetary Assets at 31=-1=75 Premises and Ecuipment
Midiand Bank 79011 Cottages at cost 200,00
SW.T.5:8. 4,47 Garage at cost 15,00
Woolwich Bs Soce 404,45 Landrover at cost 80,00
Cash in hand 96,40 Duplicators (1974 value) 51.36
Debtors 10,30 Equipment (1974 valus) 3603,95
lLess chegues unpaid 143,12 = Purchases 1975/76 34.87
1162.61  1162.61 3985.18
Composition Woolwich B.Soc.
Cave Rescue fund 256,80 Balance at 31-1-75 404,45
Conservation fund 54,43 Deposit 500.00
Helle Repairs fund 300,00 Interest 44,97
Balance 511,38
Total at 31=1=75 1162.61 1162,61 Balance at 31~1=76 545,42
Monetary Assets at 31-1-76 E, Aslett Deposit (Midland 3ank)
Midland Current A/C 1253.87 Deposit 1000,.00
Midland Deposit A/C 1018,.27 Interest 18,27
Woolwich B.S5oc. 549,42 .
Cash in hand 599.42 Balance at 31=1-76 1018.2
Debtors 38,90
Less chaguss unpaid 60,13 = Lave Rescue Fund
Balance at 31=1<75 296.80
8]
3489,75 3499.75 Tneome 89.21
- o . Expenditure 89,10
Composition
i P Q a;’\
Cave Rescue fund 296,80 Salence at 31-1-76 29622
Conservation fund 582.1 Conservation Fund
H.0. Repairs fund 450,00 22 SolL L
E. Aslstt deposit 4018.27 Balance at 31=1=75 54.43
Balance 1152.51 Income 97.75
Sponsored Walk 476,94
3422.75 3493.79 Expenditure 46,95
Income/Expenditure Balance Balancae at 31=1=76 S5B2.17
Gross income excluding H.0. Repairs Fund
specific donations 2794,15 2o D20
Gross expenditurs 1933.95 ~ Balance at 31=1=75 300.00
1 provision 50,00
Evecess of Income over Expenditure 860,20 Annual Syt 1500
Balance at 31-1=76 450,00

F.6. Inson, Hon.Treassurer

March 1376,



CONSERVATION OFFICER'S REPORT 1975/6
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The major event this year in conservation terms, has bee
designation of a large part of Ogof Ffynnon Ddu as an HNR. This
place in October 1975. It represents 2 milestone in the advancement
of speleclogy @s & respectsble science in Great Britain. It was
recognised in Februvary of 1970 that 0.F.D, could be threstened by future
guarrying, and it was from that date that we as & club became militant
in trying to achieve for 0.F.D. recognition that it was a cave site of
not only national but internmationsl imporitance. A% the 5..0.C. AGM
in 1970 I vwas given full authority to do vhatever was necessary to
obtain & measure of protecticu for the cave. This mandate enabled me
to do such without reference back to the Committee and oiled the vhesls
of progress considersbly. I would like to stress thit I have dons
1little more then ensure that the right people got the right information
at the right time. Without the magnificent efforts of many club members
from time to time we could well have made no progress since 1970. Thers
are & few I would like to single out particularly and to vhom we owe much.
There are David Jenkins and Jeff Jefferson, both of vhom have served on
the Brecon Beacons National Park Planning Commitiee. Jeff has now been
retirved after serving for the maximum of nine years and I would like to
thank him on vour behalf for the advice and sssistance he has given me
in dealing with some of the difficult problems with which we have been
faced. David too has played an essential role and one for which we owe
a debt of gratitude, and I very much hope that we may rely on his advice
and experience in the years to come. It is with the deepest regret that
I note he im not standing for President this year. ITestly, but by no
means leasd, I would like to pay s tribubte to Paddy 0'Reilly and his
co~guthors for producing the 0.F.D. survey at a time when we needed it
most. Paddyls ready willingness to loan black and vwhite negatives have
enabled pictures to be obimined for exhibition at D.Y.0, the Hational
Museum of Wales and also for swelling our conservation fund this year
vhen the Western Mail used some of them. There are many others who have
played thelr part over the past six years not the least amongst vhom
are officials in the Nature Conservancy Council for vhom I have developed
a high regard. It is 1o be hoped that the new management committee Zor
L0, in which S.W.C.C. members sre well represented, ﬁ’zz make every
effort to establish a close working relationship with the NCC men. Such
a relationshiy iz esgentiasl if the commititee im to do its ;f:;“*:; PITODETLV.
It is expected that access to the Reserve will remain much the same as
in the past.
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Turing the year, I was consulbed by Speleo Habl in my capacity as
Conservatlion 0fficer {}f Cambrian Council over a nev discovery they had
made in the Swansea Velley. I . was sworn to secrecy over this and then
discovered that the f“ézz vag in Tumel Cave. I was given a %
new extensions and ii was impedistely apparent that
nature of the passages delicate floor formations woul id b
by carveless cavers. The Tinest :@:ﬁzmiv& are undoubt
cave pearls in a low passage 3;3* the top of an Bﬁ%’%‘f{;@ A <
wag decided that the best way in vhich they could be protects
placing & grill in such & way &hm they could be geen
with. I *“e}:’r ghle to make this recommendation on behs
this was subsequently m“ﬁ@ Fﬁ‘iﬁ‘fﬁ to the Commitiee of 1.3
pccasion 1t was m%msfsM nat the interests of Cambrian Co
clagsh with thoge of 8.Y 1 was involwved, but
problem will have o fully in the future
have produced a survey of 1 new ﬁﬁ*‘%:ﬁz@f and are 1
on the responsible atiis taken with th
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In February this yesar Peter Smart of Bristol University gave
agsistance to us in the conducting of dye tests in the dry valley
Just East of Twyn Disgwylfa. The resulie show that drainage from
that area reaches the Cwm Dwr sirveam within 24 hours. Cave dig-
coveries are now required in this ares as well o ensure that the
guarry does not develop Basbtwarde eventuslly. ¥e have got sbout
7 years to make them!

I have now held the post of Conservation Officer for 6 years
and feel that the time has come to review the position. TFor 6
years I have immersed myself in comservation activities In order to
gain as much experience as possible for the time when it was needed.
That time has still not come and I hope I'm around when it does.
Regretfully I f£ind I no longer wish to spend time on conservation
activities unless they relate specifically to O0.F.D. Conseguently,
I feel that I ought to relinguish my role as Conservation Officer to
someone less single minded than wyself. My thanks go to those of
yvou vho must have at one time or another felt that the threat to
0.F.D. was rather unreal, but were polite enough not to say so.
I remain convinced that unless the quarrying situation is waiched
very carefully, it will arise to thresten us when we least expect
it and vhen our defences are down. The 0.F.D. National Nature
Reserve is a first step in the right direction but it must be
followed eventually by cessation of gquarrying at Penwyllt.

ROGER SMITH.
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inking to 'do it while you cant' M.F. bought his cheap charter

cket, made his §&aﬁ§ and threv in his Job. The prime objectives
%%f@ i%%gzégﬁﬁ%ﬁg El Sotane and Golondrinss. Thus on 13th Ocitober
my three and a half month sojourn commenced, lsaving s well advanced
autumn for pleasant summer weather in Few York.

Via Albany and Hiag T headed for West Virginia, to meet wup
wvith my fivet caving S@ﬁ%&é%@ The weather was now determined t¢ do
its worse and s veritable deluge ensued. In Germeny Valley we did
Hell Hole, 160 feet, and the following day a pit called Elkhorn,
also 160 feet.

1500 miles and two days later I was in Calgary, Alberia, enscon-
ced in the basement flat of Mike Boon. He proposed & trip te Naskimu
Caves in British Columbia: & site sporting an wmexplored streamway.
On arrival in Rogers Pass, Glacier National Park, we found the aresa
brietling with rangers. Boon and the authorities just don't mix, amd
in fact, cavers generally are not favourably received. Comsequently
we spent one vhole day lying low, only venturing forth with the
a%%yggvﬁ of dusk. Due to the sub zero temperatures the runoff was
al, and this meant that the streamway was not toc problematical.
It was however exiremely cold. Another problem was the pack rate which,
while we were caving, chose to construct their nests with portions of
gur woollsn atire.

In vorsen weather any itrip to Castleguard was clearly out of
the guestion, so I moved south to Montana. Here I fell in with Jim
Chester from Bogzemsn and on the da was Crystal Cave. Ome of the
main features of American caving was the long walk in and fortunately
T didn't teke oo much of a bite first go. The round trip was twelve
miles, with indsscribably beautiful scenery. Once more I found the
cave temperature desperastely cold, while the local lads were like
%& ki%ﬁ sawmas. We discovered sbhout a thousand feet of nev cave,

e

overall length to about one mile.

anyon {Utah), and my hosts were
‘f and Julis James, the itinerant
vy for this the %%@g%%% aysten in
fhé cave lies within view of Salt
in the svburbs. The trip was
ed & disappointment. Developed
; and largest 150 feet,
drop, and even this

ainc Cave of the Win
pitches. The cave
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to join the 'thanksgiving' expedition (last weekend of November),

t6 CGreen Fork Falls Ceve, in the Scapegoat VWildernsss. Ezn roule
north I did Carlsbad, s place that lived up %o its reputation. As

I arrived in the High Plains a blizzard blew wp and closed the main
interstate behind me. Fortunately conditionms in the north west

were & little better and the trip was still on. I was extremely
apprehensive, not only of the weather, but also of the sixieen mile
walk in, for which I had been provided with snow shoes. Thus about
midday on the Friday we set foot om the eleven mile hike to a cabin
which would serve as base. Heavily laden my shoeing technique left
s lot to be desired and after only one and a half miles I was forced
to wnelip and stagger on in & normal mammer., There were very dubious
looks all round, and vhen we arrived, two hours after dark, I was
utterly exhausted. Here we met up with six others, including Chris
Smart, ex U.B.5.5. and Pete Thompson ex Yorks. The following morning
the nine of us set off on the final, five mile, leg. Two miles later
I wvas flomndering in snow, waist deep and it was very lucky that one
of the others was forced to bturn back dus to blisters. Persevering,
I took his shoes and we reached the entrance at about 4.00 p.m. By
the time we had eaten and changed we were down %o six in number.

The trip took nine and a half hours and we pushed on anothexr 1000
feet up the main stream passage. This is slightly akin to Dan-yr-
Ogof lower series; following the water table with occasionsl climbs
and pitches to by-pass the all too frequent sumps. The swims were
hell in water at 34 to 35°F, despite the fact that I was well clad
in two jacketis, trousers, hood and mitis. We were forced to stop
gt the inevitable suap, bul there was an obviouve high level passage;
unfortunately impossible for us to enter. The system has the best
potential of any in the States; sround 1400 feet in depth, 23d many
miles horizontally. Om exit we made for the cabin, arriving just
after dawn. Two hours slsep and we walked out %o the road-head; to
learn thet temperatures had fallen to minus 260F. I left foxr
Tennesses.

In the South Fast I had srrvangsd to drop somes plis and iron out
my verticel techniquss. Thus in Chattanocoge with Buddy Lane and Rick
Bridges I did many classic pits and Cumberland Caverms, for an
wnderground Christmas party. This was an amazing sffair organised
by the cave's owner, who is both preacher and organ (cinema) restorer.
Three hundred cavers were catered for, many of vhom had travelled
hundreds of niles to attend.

Via Florida and Corpus Christi I then made for Mexico, whers I
wes to spend nearly five weeks. The first trip was @i%h Feil, Julise
and & group of Georgian cavers to a place called Tlamagsa. ?&ig is
about 1400 feei deep and & milis or mors in E@z@gﬁi@ & g@&ii@?‘* version
of the Berger. In & fourteen hour trip we bottomed and detackled,
arriving back on top in dismally poor weather &Eﬁ?&%ﬁ 4.00 a.m. The
*isz*i;g; eg%aﬁs eight damp pitches and seversl swime; the lattexr

oming quite chilly in dry gear, even if the water is 60 to 65°F

Ye then moved on io Sotonide de dhacatloa. This is a very short
cave, but 1050 feet deep, including the third deepsst shaflt Eﬁ the
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bmericas, at 946 feet. This pitch, number 2, is entirely underground
and is guite wmigue. Due %0 its own peculiarities there is no scund
or light contact possible between top and bottom of shafi; despite
the fact that it is free. The bottom slso has a Carbon Dioxide
concentration of about 1.5% which makes for hard work on the ascent.
On top of the natural difficulties we had one of our own, in that we-
didn't have a single length of rope long enough to do the big pit.
Oomssguently we had to cross & Emﬁ%; gbout 550 feet down. The cave
was dome in pairs, sc that the dangers imposed by rockfalle would be
minimised, and on average it took three hours for the round trip.

e Augtrellians then devaried and the rest of us set off foxr EL
Sotano, the 'big onef. Fortunately & 1500 feet rope had arrived
gafely from the east, so the days of kmot crossing weres over. It took
one and a half days to walk in, one and a half days to do the pit and
one day to walk oub; about eighteen people completing the exercise.
Although it is possible to rig 8 1345 feet drop, we did one of 1200
feet, equally as spectacular. The place is more like & great open
canyon, 1400 feet long and 700 feet wide and at the bottom one lands
on & Jungle itelus slope; watching very carefully for nasties.

The next giés wag undoubtedly the most besutiful of apny in Mexice,
Joye de Cosguas. This has & total depth of sbout 1000 fset and the
entrance pﬁ;%@% can be rigged for & 700 feet drop, completely free.

The top is sbout 200 fest in dlameter, vhile the botitonm is wvasi,
several hundred yards long. The pits? inhabitante include flocke of
green parakests vhoe flight reminds one of "Thosme Hagnificent Ment®.
Occasionally one would collide with the rope and go spimning off
wcontrollably,

Golondrinas lz the other famous pit and although we didn't xeach
the termination at 1700 feet depth we did the classic 1100 feet drop.
é%% dusk, gsthering clouds herslded the return of the cave sviflis

the Golondrinas), who swept in at full speed. Like so many arrows
f%g a bow they were immediately lost in the depths, a great contrast
t0 the parakeeis. These were forced 1o circle mmerous times and
clearly found it difficult reaching their haven of rest on the
precarious ledges. At dawn the cycls would sommence once mors, when
the birds depsried.

When Gareth Davies arrived we did Sotanc del Arroyo, before
heading down to Mexico City. On the return I was luckly enough to
meet up with & small g@@%ﬁ@ of Arizona cavers, including Bill Stome
and Tracey Jobnson., They had %}% n pushing & system called Joya de las
Conchasg, ot too fer from Bl Sotano. Howsver after iten piiches, &%
gbout BOU feet depih thelr explovsitione had besn cut short by an
accident. As & result they were desparately short of man powser.

Gareth wes fesling 111 sxd z%%@@%% tc the Sitates while I set off on
vhat was to be the cliimey of sy vhols txrip.

Up before dawn three of wus were wmderground early, well egquipped

f@g % Ti *ﬁg trip. 4% 800 @@@% we spirslled down through twenity feet

ers and set off on pltches once more. At sbout 1300 %o
% the ropes ran oub, by carried on by free éiﬁ@%ﬁﬁ@;
g became positively gﬁ;g% us. At 1600 feet an exit was
after sizxieen ho and %@?@%ﬁzﬁ% an additional 500 feet
%%‘% svery cha of a continuation, the cave must
ture the Az 1 depth record.
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Hurriedly I made for Chatbancoga vwhere sn Ellisont®s trip had been
arranged. This took about elght hours and gave us s really good run
sbout on a "through the Fountein'! trip: descending snd returning vis
Fantastic?! a 510 feet free pitch. The folloving day ve visited Bone
Cave in Horthern Temnessee 4o view the saltpetre relics from the VWar
of 1812 and Civil Var.

I returned to New York via Mammoth Cave and said my farewells
over a four how through trip, a8 2 tourist. This encompassed five
miles of passage and was decidedly tiring and uninteresting. Still it
made a fitting end o an otherwise excellent tour.

M. FARRH.

¥ B % E X ¥ E R EHKEE

FROM THE LOGBOOK

The dye placed in the sink holes in the dry valley behind
Hobbis right hand face was seen in the streamway. Pete Smart who
supervised the dye tr acing has indicated that the water sinking in
the dry valley enters the known part of 0.F.D, as the Cwm Dur stream
and seen in the Jame and also - in much smaller amounts - in the
Splash Inlet area.

L4 & & 2 & L @ & & & L 4 ®

Sam and John Limter have been digging in the upstresm choke
of the Cwm Dwr Jama streamway. Progress was made by blasting and
stacking the deads to stabilise their passage. Unfortunately a large
application of Bob Hall's banger brought the roof down and somevhat
retarded work. Their heading is now well into the choke but without
signs of a draught. Clive Jones has also been digging in Cwm Dwr near
the first chamber - apparently he has found a draught.

® # £l ] 2 E Ll Ll & * & &

The attempt 0 re-open Sink-y-Giedd was foiled when the digging
party arrived there to find the sink filled with sand and fine gravel.
It was a nice walk though.

& & & E & 2 L4 & @ & ® &

Jem Rowland has been looking at the VWaen Fignen Felen dig hoping
t0 re-open the side passage which now takes much of the water.
Volunteers are needed.

= @ @« & & & & & & Ed 2 &

Speleo Rahl Caving Club have found a passage at the top end of
Tunnel Cave which contains s fine collection of cave pearls. A4 booklet
giving the whereabouts of these pearls (now gated) is available at
25p from Speleo Rahl.

e ® ® 2 & & 2 3 & & =& 2

Alan Jackson and Gary Jones have been digging in the high Oxbow
series and in the area near Swamp Creek. The Swamp Creek dig broke into
gbout 80 yards of sandy tubeway which, after further digeging came out
inte known ground.
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CLUB NOTES

Welcome to the following new members, ceriain of whom sesn %o be
oddly femilisr figures;

J.¥. Osborne ~ 34 Haygete Rosd, Wellington, Salep.

R, Crace = 12 Conway Gardens, Enfield, Middx.

W.E. Clarke ¢/o D. Pascoe Clarke & Son Itd. Swansea
Road, Pontllivw, Swanses

gddress mwknown - or of no fixed shods?

L

M. Holder

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

Frank Honey, 207 Berrow Hoad, Burnham on Sea, Somerset

John Hutchinson, 22 Sycamore Avenue, The Triangle, Chepstow, Mon.
John Lister, c/o Little Foxes, Polperro, St. Agmes, Cornwall

Barry & Joan Mawson, 38 Heol Erwin, Bhiwbina, Cardiff, CF4 6GR

Dave Mullins (temporarily), c/o 206 Brixton Road, London, S.W.7.
Bob & Angels Hadcliffe, 3 Bryncerdin Read, FHewion, Mumbles, Swansea.
John & Viv Stevens, Longford Farmhouse, Spithurst Road, Barcombe,

Lewes.
John Harvey, Clifford House, Newnhanm on Severn, Glos.

£ 2 2 & & & & & & 2 & ®

* % DON'T PORCGET THAT SUBS. ARE ROW DUE] * #

Bumour has it that the entrances {0 Tooth and Liethrid are going
to be re-gated. Norman Lloyd will probably still keep the keys for
emergency but members should ensurve that club keys are taken in futurs.
The way into Llethrid via the boulders is %o be blocked.

Access to 0.F.D. I entrance has caused a bit of fuss lately - the
wire fence crossed by those using the shori-cut hes now been almost
flattened - please use the path past ¥ Grithig only.

Also 'the Stump'! has been the subject of vandalism recently. It
ig in the interest of the Club to make sure that the fabric of Penwyllt's
only surviving pub (sadly unused) will not deteriorate any further.

(Part of the 'keep Penwyllt WICE campaign?)

Kitty Hall and Mr. C. Brewster have been elected to the 0.F.D. I
lsaders list.

After the grumble at the A.G.M. sbout duty officeris lists it now
seems that some re-organisation is to take place and the feasibility of
having two duty officers on each weekend is to be chewed over at the
next Commitiee meeting.

After wishing the club a very happy 30th Birthday the A.G.M.
expressed its full appreciation of those who were on the Committee last
yvear - particular thanks went to Mick Day who has been Chairman for
some years and to Roger Smith who, as Conservation Officer, has piloted
0.7.D, into an almost safe harbour.

84111l on the subject of the A.G.M. weskend, 1t w ¢ i
see such & full house for the meeting itself and for the kidney punishing
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events of Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings (although realising

that gquite a few personalities were missing because they were actually
cavingl). Many thanks to Judson for the barrel of Home Brew which was
such a wonderful emetic, (halitosis tool) As Mr. Rod Stewart remarked,
members who decide to 'decorate! the dormatories late at night should
ensure it all lands in one pile. Mr. Judson rather disgraced himself
in this matter.

It is perhaps s moot point that David Judson is also organising
the Club Dinner to be held sometime in the auvtumn. Hagbe wetll have
gscargots especially for Beb Halll

Don't forget the 1976 B.C.R.A. Conference 10-12 September at
the Renold Bullding, University of Manchester Instiiute of Sclence and
Technology.

& @ @ 2 b # & # & €

PROSPECT TERRACE FT, GHEAT ORME, LLANDUDNO

This ghaft had besn located by Keith Griffiths eand Billy Davies
of Llandudno in 1975. It is situated sbout 6 yards east of the cormer
of Yo, 1 Prospect Terrace at an sltitude of approzimately 200 fi.,
the NGR being SH. 77735.8288. They opened 2 small hole in the centre
of the capping and plumbed the shaft with rope. It was well over 200
feet deep with some water at the bottom. They did not have access %o
that much ladder at the time and with the aid of Allan Davies,
proprietor of the King's Head Hotel, they persuaded that well-known
climber Joe Brown and a friend to come slong and descend it.

Saturday 24th January 1976 dawned bright but very cold with patches
of snow on the growmd. By 11.30 the Llandudno group, Joe Brown and his
friend hed all met at the King's Head. 2 pints later the small hole
in the shaft cap, fortunately only % mile away, was being opened.

Joels friend domnsd a plethora of climbing gear including various slings,
figure of 8 descendeur, hsmmer, pitons etc., and someone quickly gave

him a lamp as well. Omn shiny new rope he slid gently into the depths,
lifelined by Joe. 1In a few seconds the life-line stopped moving.

Vhat was this? Our visiting expert having trouble? It seemed that

Joets friend was spinning on one rope {a kermentle~type costing £30

we had been told) and getting his prussicks in & twist. He shouted up

to say that he would soon sort this out. Many minutes later he reported
that his 1light had gone out. Enguiry revealed that the lamp was brand-
nev but the giver had not charged it! Many more minutes later our peak-
lover seemed to have ascended o 2 masre 50 feet and had beeonme

sgbsolutely static. 20 minubtes trickled by and the watchers were

becoming tirved of kicking at the snow. Eveniually Duncan James offered
to lower 50 feet of ladder o the master of the Matterhorn. There
seemed to be scme delay ebout the acceptemce of his offer, but the laddex
was finally fed down through the hole. Within minutes our climbing
expert appeared and declared that ladder-climbing was much easier than
8.R.T. VWe all then looked at Joe Brown but Joe was taking a sudden
interest in the flors of the Grest Ome.

At thet stage ceriain potholers decided that training in the
Himalayas was probably not essential to make a descent of this shaflt,
and Tuncan stepped forward with more ladder. Altogether 125 feet was
lowered, Duncan donned a full-charged Oldham, gquickly bow-lined on o
a life-line, and disappeared almost before I could produce & notebook
to record his findings. Later I taped his detailed comments and the

Y

following is 2 resumé.
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The shaft is prebably 15 feet in diameter and circular all the
vay down. The cap has no girders in 1%, bul consists of stone and
concrete with strawe up o 4 feet lomg hanging wdernsath. The
underside is cracked some being 4% wide. The shaft walls are of
stone, now with a veneer of stalagmite and the lining goes all the
way down. 15 feet from the top there is am adit heading sagt, 5 feet
high and 3 feset wide, flat-floored, but run in at 15 feet although
there is no evidence of this on the surface. A% 30 feet intervals
there is a2 slot in the wall 1 feet wide and sbout 2 feet high, contain-
ing the ends of large beams, protruding no more than 3 or 4 inches.
These beams had been sawn off, obviously during dismentling of the
shaft. Duncan concludes there was staging every 30 feet with ladders,
but half the shaft was clear for hauling up and dowmn., At just over
120 feet depth Dumcan hung around for a while; he could see & patch
of light from our entrance reflected from the walter at the botiom.
Depth of water unknown, but it was fresh (I licked the rope afterwards).
He calculated that he was half way down at this point, then he
climbed back out. There were no other adite that could be seen.

Chris Williams (Asst. County Archivist, Clwyd, member of N.W.C.C.),
reports that there was once a shaft drilled to resch the Ty Gwyn
mine, but it nmever got there. The draught at the entrance was
rapidly responding to wind pressure, so the shaft/mine volume is
small and closed. The entrance was then resealed with a huge
boulder, and sarth and stones packed around it.

Reference: 'The Llandudno Copper Mines' by C.J. Williams,
Transactions of the Ceernarvonshire Historical Sociedy
}.??25 ??a 211”"52}
M. DAVIES.

R EE R R EREEE

CTTER CAVE

Otter Cave is situated on the West (Welsh) bank of the river
Wye a mile south of Tintern Abbey on the Chepstow road. It can be
reached by parking at the Wyncliff crag car park and walking down the
glope towards the river for half & mile downsiream.

It was discovered sighteen months ago by the Royal Forest of
Deen Caving Club after a tip off by some locals of otters living in
a cave on the river bank. The entrance was then dug - the first six
hundred feet flooding in part at high tide and being extremely da
to a person non-conversant with the state of the tide. A copy of th
current tide tables is essential to the caver interested in viseiting
this systen.

The 1975 finds were reported fully in the B.C.R.A. meeting in
Manchester, September 1975 and at that time it had been explored wp
to sump three.

Sump one is tidal and this determines whether you can get in {ex
out) of the system. After this, and the low crawling entrance series



.

before it, the main stream is encountered rumning in & rift passage and
can be followed easily upstream, through two boulder chokes, to sump

two. The second boulder choke needs a twenty five foot ladder for the
upstream end and the hanging boulders there are an unknown quantity so
should be watched., Sump two was dived by Martyn Farr revealing a larger,
more mature passage than below the sump, and ending in sump three.

The cave so far, though interesting because of it's tidal nature,
did not provide inspiring caving and certainly did not merit people
travelling large distances to visit. But the Forest club then dug &
low crawl at the end of an inlet passage just below sump two and eventually
broke into a large, extremely well decorated fossil series. This series
was initially explored for about a mile revealing a profuse array of
formations making it probably the best decorated cave in Britain., THealls-
ing the danger cavers presented to these formations exploration was then
halted wntil adequate taping and photographing could take place. A locked
gate has also been placed at the start of the extension to help in con-
serving these formations by limiting the number of people entering the
system.

Care must be taken in finding onds wey through the formations as
damage can be done very easily. There are some magnificent column bosses
followed by the 'hall of the thirty'. Crystal pools also adorn many of
the floors of the chambers though they often go unnoticed amongst all
the larger formations. The wealth and variety of these formations make
this a very attractive trip and therefore render them vulnersble to
damage. ILuckily the length and nature of the trip must put a lot of
less determined souls off. Because of the tides long trips would seem
to be the norm - a twelve hour one being average. Again depending on
the tides awkwardly timed trips - often at night = will be called for.
On high tides sump one will be closed for longer than usual and local
information on the subject is needed. Also in wet weather, due to the
increased volume of water in the Wye, the cave can be closed for long
periods - last winter entry was impossible for three months.

There is & small food dump in the extension but only for emergency
use and parties arve advised o take thelr own reserves, space blankets
etc. in with them in case of a long weit (these can be left just beyond
the tidal section). The cave in the further reaches changes into & bore
phreatic type though still full of interest. A sump(4) is to be found
at the end but carrying only half the volume of water of the main
stream. This was dived by Martyn on May let for two hundred feet %o
an air bell.

An interesting speculation (no surveying work being done so far)
is that the extension seems %o bend awsy from the main fault line and
sinks of the ares, and if so, 2 much larger system might be waiting to
be found. Certainly there are still plenty of leads to be followed and
the potential is there. It is rumoured, at the time of writing, that the
Forest lads are onto & really good draught again and arve busily searching
for the next mile.

The problems of a rescue occurring in the cave are ohvicusly
complicated by the tidal entrance series. The boulder chokes would
have to be enlarged, and though there is, a8 yet, no technically
difficult part to the cave, the caving does tend to be siremuous for
some wmdefined reason. However the logistics of mounting a full scale
vescue, with many separate parties entering and leaving the system, the
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cummunications problem and supply problem need thinking about scon as
it could well turn out into a very lengthy business if not well organi-
sed.

People wanting the key to the extension should contact:

John Blliot,

Royal Forest of Dean Caving Club,

The Cottage,

Upper Lydbrook,

Forest of Dean.

It is at present freely available on demand to all members of
bona fide caving clubs.

FETER FRANCIS

*OH K KK E KRR KK F

SHOW CAVES 1IN FRANCE

For those club members who will be (so to spsak) in-continent
this Summer, the following is a list of chow-caves which the French
Tourist authorities consider worth leaving your route to wvisit.

Prices are not included in the list although there ars reductions in
some for speleo-clubs! More information (unfortunately only in French)
may be obitained by writing to:

YAssociation Nationale des Exploitants de Cavernes Amensgees
pour le Tourism®! - A.N.E.C.A.T. = 12 Rue Lamande, 75017 Paris.

P51

Don't forget our palls at the Han-Sur-Lesse show caves (Belgium)
who are just off the top right-hand corner of the mayg Province of
Namur, open all dzy in Sumer.

1. Arcy (Grottes df) at Arcy-sur-Cure rvoute BNG. open 9-12h + 14-18h.
2. Aven Arymand 52 km from Millau. open 8-12h + 13.30-19h.
3. Aze (Grottes 4') prehistoric site 10 km from RNG6. 9-12h + 14-19h.
4. Balme (Grotites de la) 40 km from Lyon. open 9~12h + 14-19h.
5. Bara~Bsheu (Caverne Ornée de) nesr Brive. 8.30-12h + 13.30-18h.
6. Bawme (Grottes & Cascades de) 10 km off RN83. 9-12h + 14~18h.
7. Bellevue (Grotte) near Brive. 9-12h + 14-1%h.
8. Bétharram (Grottes de) 15 km from Lourdes, RN 637. open all day.
9. Beze (Riviére souterraine de) 26 km NE of Dijon. open 10-19h.
10. Blanot (Groties-Gouffre de) off RN6. open 9-12h + 14-19h.
11. Bosc (Grotte du) June & August all day. Sept onwards afternoons only.
12. Canalettes (Grottes des) July to Sept. open all day.
13. Cerdon {Grottes du) on the RN84. open all day May-Sept.
14. Chorasnche (Grotte de) in the Bourne gorge BNS531. open all day.
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REVIEW

Key to British Freshwater CRUSTACEA: MATACOSTRACA.
By T. Glednill, D.W. Sutcliffe and W.D., Villiams.

Scientific publication No. 32 by Freshwater Biological Association
1976. Price £1.00.

71 pages, 48 figures and 6 pages of references including many cave
references.

Now that Ogof Flymnon Ddu has been declared a National Nature Reserve
partly on account of ite microfauna, there could well be an upsurge
of interest in the denizens of its pools and sitreams. Many cavers
emerge from the depths with tales of having seen 'things walki

about on the wateri. Some will have turned to the bible - 'British
Caving'! - for enlightenment; few will have recelved it and fewer
still will go back to collect samples of the 'things! for identifi-
cation. British caving, good as it is, was never intended as =& hand-
book for identifying creatures seen in caves.

This small book therefore fills 2 need felt by the caver who has
more than a passing interest in caves. After the first flush of
sporting enthusiasm, some cavers go on to surveying, others to dig,
and yet others to collect.

This slim volume ie small emough to fit into the boiler-suit pocket.
Its pages show detailed drawings; from the Order Amphipoda it pictures
Niphargus glenniei now lkmown by its new name of Niphargellus glenniei
(Spooner), recorded from subterranean waters including caves in

Devon. Also we have Niphargus kochisnus kochianus (Bate) which is
from the caves of southern England. Then Nipharzus aguilex (Schiodte),
widely distributed in underground waters in England and Wales, and its
fellow Niphar fontanus (Bate) which is well-distributed in South
Wales. From the order Isopods only one genus, Asellus, is & itzue
inhabitant of British fresh waters.

Asellus cavaticus (Schiodte) has been collected from a number of wells
and caves in southern England and Bouth Wales. A, aguaticus and

A, meridianus are well-distributed in the British Isles and their
identifying features are drawn.

This key is a useful and reasonably-priced book for the collector of
cave microfauna. However the collector is reminded that 2 permit is
required for collection of any specimens from a Nature Reserve. He
would alse be well-zdvised 4o follow the established practice of
working in conjunction with the British Cave Research Assoclation.

Who knows what bug could be lurking in some remote Welsh cave? And
any informetion gathered would be ammunition in the battle for the
conservation of our caves.

MELVYN DAVIES.



BAT RINGING EXPERIMENT IN SOUTH WALES -

WARNING AND APPEAL

¥R.R,E,STEBBINGS I8 UNDER CONTRACT TO NCC TO ASSESS THE PRESENT NUMBER OF
GREATER HORSESHOE BATS IN CAVES, WINES, TUNNELS ETC., IN DYFED, AND ZLSEYHERE
IN 8.WALES. THIE I8 IN ORDER TO ASSESS YWHETHER CHANGES ARE OCCURRING SO
THAT 4 CONSERVATION ?@Lfﬁ? HAY BE FORMULATED. ARY BAT RINGER HUBT HAVE A
PERMIT FROM NCC UMDER TBE "CONBERVATION OF VWILD CREATURES AYD ¥ILD PLANTE

ACT 18757, AND MR.ETEBBINGS NATURALLY HAB SUCH A PERMIT.

IT I8 BELIEVED THAT BAT RINGING AND COUNTING IN THE PAST HAS BEEN A CAUSE OF
THE DISAPPEARANCE OF BATS FROM CERTAIN BITES {(Hooper, 1984}, BECAUSE OF
THIS ME.STEBBINGE INTENDS TO CHECE THE RINGS ONLY ONCE PER YEAR. CONSEQUENTLY
THIZ BOTE I AN APPEAL T0 €§¥E§S‘§§§ TO TOUCH ANY GREATER HORSESHOE BAT THEY MAY

BEE BEARING & RING. THERE I8 NO NEED TO RECORD THE NUMBER OR HANDLE THE BAT,

INDEED IT I8 HOVW I ™ T 4 GREATER HORSESHOE BAT VITHOUT 4 1§§$§§E
UHDER BECTION 8 (d4) OF THE 1875 ACT. IF AWY CAVER BSEES A GHEATER HORSESEOE
BAT IN A CAVE, MINE OR TURNEL ETC., IN DYFED, WEST, MID, OR SOUTH GLAMORGAN ,
OR ﬁﬁgﬁfﬁ HE SHOULD INFORM ME, AND I WILL CHECK VHETHER THAT SITE HAS BEEM

RECORDED PREVIOUSLY AS CONTAINING THE BAT.

Heference: "Bats and the Amsteur Naturslist” by J.H.D.Hooper, Studies
in Speleclogy. Vol.1l., part 1. July 1884,

Melvyn Davies,
Hature Conservancy Council,
Fifordd Penrbos,

Bangor, Gwynedd LLE7 214.

18 Harch 1978




