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NEWSLETTER No. 14. SOUTH WALES CAVING CLUB. MARCE. 156,

We wlecome the following new memberssi-—

Miss M.M.Boughton. 21,Coniston Av,, Sheldon, Birmingham 26,
M.D.Cox. 25, Courtway Drive, Suegd Green, Hanley,%toke~on—Trent
A,C,Hazzard, Dyfed, 23,Avondale =®d,, Belli, Pentre, Rhondd
A.Howells, Iscoed, Lando Tarrace, Peubrey, Carmnss
GeT.Jefferson, 6G,Rhwbina Hill, Rhwbina, ardlff.

ReE.Lawder, 94, Endhill Rd., Birmingham,22e¢.
D.T.Lloyd, Pen-y-Graig, Parlsh Rd, , Cvagrach, Nr.Neath,Glam.
JKePlatt. 26 Bryn-y-Mor, Burry fort, Carms.

Junior Members,

W.G.Harris, 18, Greenficld Terrace, GlJnneath,qurg
R. A. Jonus, 68;Pinc Grovc, Cimla, Ncath,Glam,

- B.G.Stecphens; 7, Leconard St., Ncath, Glam,.

Change of 2ddrcsse

D.Kerp. 17, Becemead Av,, London,S.W.16,.

D, AeWillis. 23, Chuﬁborlﬂln St., Wells, Soms.

Congratulationse

Wo offer our congratulations to thn Trungn_on“hig“éggénz
narriagc to Miss., Betty Smitha R

Publicetions,

Tho following publications have boem roccivedi-

“* Wessex Cave Cldb;ANos; 8,9,10.
- Cave ond Crag Club. Vol.b.N0.1la

Belfry Bullctin, Nos, 98 — 100,

Bcadeousrters' Bodks.

Ncw books have now bocn.placed in the cottage’ doaling with

cottage fecs, records,and éaving trips, It will greetly assigt
thc trcasurcr,cottage werdcn and records. officcr if all ucmwcers
will scec that these books are kcpt in good ordcr and up to datce

Cave Rgseuc Qroganisation.

Will mecubers vho have not donc so plcasc rcturn thcir C.R.0.
forms to mc. Any changes of address or tclephonc numbcrs should
nluo be notecd on the CeR.0e form. .

: W.E.Glark:e.
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' The follwoding,

AMditors. o Co R

JJiieDavices has ‘hoon clewted club cddibor. = - R

J:.NNUAL  FENBRAL I‘ITI',‘}?ZTI?;‘IG
The Annuesl Fcnorel dooting will bo held ot the Gwyn Aris

cn "&‘.astor Sunu 1Y s “@L 1’,3 ist.: 2t ;,00, Detila HLL mounibers arc
requested to wuake an cffort to oticnd. uhku necting.,

an cxtension of s*wa:m p‘agfﬁc in Lethrid Swallct.

For thosc vho havce not VL81tcd the uullof 2l gcncral

description of the ”b¢i” crva tiny e uscful. A

. The cntresnce to ~ foir onount of wntor and the strerm is
followed unéuf“POth f;f ~bout BOC focts The strean passage is
tortuous ~nd ge nuru1¢ Vory norrow Abgut 40C feet in therc arc two
vertieal rift passsges vhich usu~1 contain about 3 fcct of still
but not stagnant wrtcr. The utrc(' ig 1ost in cither the first
or sccond of thcesc two poSsiges, & ahort distrnecc further on onc
cnters ¢ lorge chombor, the Floor of vwhich consists of o numbor
nf lorge boulders perched ono on top ﬂf the other., The whole,
including the wnlls, is cove cred ”*th n liberai leyer of tmud,

On » level rbove this chopiber are +vo 1argor ones, Onc of

these is o vast hall,plentifully bessowed with hclietites ond

with somc 8 — 10 i, columms, , :
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) By cliwbing dovnwards ritongst the poulders of the first
chruber one .entors © Gry wolcrworn passagc. The passage riscs
~né givecs woy ﬁowzuqbric of sunll 4rv Juﬁ chamibers. The we
lics through thesc choivbers until onc cilubs up through the
bottom of = large furmel sha pcd dpgrc¢51un into o laorge chﬂmbcr,
thce 2xis of which runs ¥ - 8., Ab thc southern ond of this 2o
.e¢liwib -dowvn of obout 8fL. lozds o o short possage ot the cnd. Of
¥hich is =.12f%t, pot«This can Do ¢iiibeé but o rope is useful.

o
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Tbis,thhn was the Furthest point ’euchcd unill, after o
dry spell- in- crrTy'sumacl, Jonn Cole-iorgons Hugh Clarke
ené@ mysclf climbed décwn Ths not and found dufselves in o streeam
passoage the runs across the boitom of it. On following upstreonm
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it was found that thc siream issues from the base of a boulder
pile. Dovmstrecm ond on immediately entering it the wnteor becomes
3ft, decp ond the roof lowers until ot one point there 1is only
onc foot of cip space, aftcr this the roof ond streom hod riscs
until o large strcom passage 1s entered ond on folloing this we
found that the streom didnppearcd into fissures on the bight=hnnd
side of thc passnge, #About 20 yards furthcr on ~nd on thc sonc
side of the strcom o climb of nbout 50ft, up o 70 deg, Wud slope
led us to n series of widc low chambers, The floors orc alumost
ontircly composcd of imd funnocls,some greater than 20£t, from rim
to »rim, At thc bottom of thesc conical shaped dopressions there
arc narrow holes about onc foot in dismctcr, On rolling Iarge
hord lurps of wmud down thesc they werc heard to feoll sowc distanec
with grcot rumbling end.fnll into watere Ve found the wmd further
~long the strcam pnssagc. On following thc streom bcd for obout
50 ydg, our progress wos cndcé by o sSurb, We cntercd it,but ofter
hout 6f£t. thc roof lowered leaving cn air gop 6 -insy wide cnd
2 ins, high. ' : - '

o rovisitcd the cnve a weck later with & lorgorn party.
Unfortunntely it had raincd in the wcahtime and wo found the oir

“grop to be only 8 ins, nt the bottom of the 12ft,pot whilc that of

fhce sump wes under water, -

This part of the cave has beon. visited scveral timcs sinec buid
nothing ncw has cver bcen found cxcpet in onc ¢ansc, Hugh Clarke waoe
the lcader of the party when he noticcd the the water lcvel in
the sump hnd dropped end ho was ablc to get through to .o fairly

" 1arge chouber,The way on was & difficult cliuib to a higher level

ond simcc no onc clsc caume through Clarkec. turncd backe The ‘
forcing of the suup rneent complcte immersion, The sump is chout
20ft, in longthe ' '
Tho}totnl 1cngth of new passages 1s approximately 100 yords,
- ‘Koith Bnll, 1955,

‘—-—-——--—t.—uno—n”m—”———— N

The origin qfwmnd'stalagmitOS‘in Lethrid Swallcet, .

These formations arc plentiful in the -cave, - They occur in the
lover parts but sbhove flood lgvcl, The corposition is of dry
porous md ond aach stalaguitc is so woakly bound together thot
any flooding would destroy ite Frou thesc facis it would sccin-that

the theory that wmd stalognites arc built up by flood conditions

(- British Coving Chapler 4,) cimnot hold for Lethrid,

. The probeble cause Of these foruntions is that drips

i;(innnimﬂte)“lelect_mud_in suspcnsion .on the roof ~nd £nll, thus

pbuilding up the stalagnite, In general their hoights renge from
2 - 6 ins o
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Meubers gpents eevernl days uuring tho Chri trms weclk on the
Gvmdwr quarry dig. Good progress wns mnde in clocring bouldcrs and

- wmé from tho ond of the pressnge vhich pppenrs to continuc under the

quarry floor. A lot worc work will be necessary before it enn be

_ Known v bthcr or not the -passage continucs ol anything like the
,f°Cﬂlo 9f the one len d1n~ ‘into the qua ey frce.

Pglny-cwrt nEaiN,.

Botter wenthor sow o welcome return vieit to the Pnl—yeert
apen, Bill Little ~nd John Hertwel worked ot one of thd active

vv°Whllcts in the Prnt Nont-y-Fforchog orce ond John JAlexonder,

L
Hon. Tronsurcle LeAdHn vas._Corncr Cot:

linry sourhton ~nd wysclf found ¢ ncow wey beyond the boulders in
P l—J—C&Pt adéing cbout forty fect to the wcst leg of the cova,

A uucoply inelined bedding plonc wrs followed through tvo levels
~né n small possage was found lending down into yet morc boulders,
Digaing pfospocts nt the. onc ore. nood.

o e PP Y} < H“Wcs.
C,ne.gmm( Gumr;lk Mmg“tWQ;mSmm.

Tnc S.W.C Ce was wcll,rcprcscntcd at thﬁ above mcctlnr
ten mowbors being present. Aftcr the busincss of the Heeting h d
beeén conplctod Lewis Ra ilton gawe on excecllent show of sterioscopie

slidcs usging o projector. that ho hud 6081gnou an built hlmsolf. P
' Les Haovies, ‘

on, Sceretrrye Po T W HATVOYen 157 Coancrc1Q1 Rd.. NOW@Oft.JOB. !
tnge, Rounton Kd,, Church C :

Chureh Croockhom,Hants,
aitor. DeW.dcnkins, Dlnmoro, Dyffryn Rd.,, Llondrindod Wells,Rads,

Hon. =



