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Septeuber 195, South Wales Coving Club, Newsletter N0, 6.

We welcome the following new members:i—

J M., Hartwel, 116,Maes-y-Dre, Glynneath, Glatl.

J.C. Jones, Victoria House, High S+, , Glynneath, Glam.
J.C. Leyman, 96Mary a4, , Neath, Glam,

lMiss DPMedina,.V,Eryn~wabr Cres, , Upkands, Swansea.

Change of addresSs,

1. A, Hawes, Corner Cottags; Rounton Rd. s Church Crookhat,
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B.D.Price, 44,Alna Strect, Rypynmawr, il
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Poulder Chamber, 970
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Since 1946, whon Cgof Ffynron Ndu was Tireh entered, the main
problen hes been the boalder choka al ©ag ton &M ks

Passage, 1T 18 of 1o wean PrCPOTTLIONS; end 1t i
of the roof, eaving a huge chawber overnead In wag R, A.W.T,. Saries
knovn as Starlight Chsubar. The csuse is epparently that the East

Passage once crossed the stream at this point with a falrly thin layer
of roack 1eft between. The prescnce of a large shale band in the ReAdWoLle
caused a .weiar collopse,and part of the debris crashcd through the roof

of Upper 5. >4 Passage.

Although the stream has sincc found a lower level under the floor
for wmore then & hundred yerds downstreant, it should vot be attributed
to the passage being Llocked. The same thing 18 happening below the
traverse and to sone extent between the second and first pots.

There have been several attempts to get through the choke and the
first was made by John pavies and Don Coase in 1948, Running parallel
with the stream 1is a small passage in the 1eft hand wall, It by-poe~cs
the boulders for a hundred feet or morc and ends in a imAdy suap, This
sunp woas broken by syphoning off +the water, but it Wwas found that the
passage turned right Jjust beyond and went hack. into the boulder choXe.
Operations were suspended, the main obstacle.being the quantities of
md still left in the pool.

+he Tooh of the boulders

e " E: . S
SoLoian O = o wall,

The next attempt was madc in 1
én the, right hand side is a fissure
It is through this fissure that the &t
below., During Whitsun of that year ou
Peggy Hardwidoe, D.W, Jenkzins ant Sy0L

.- o
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the chawlber was attaclked but tils
discovered a hole in the wall vhich C :
wiforts were made to enlarge it buv oily ¥

tube sloped do¥n steeply to & small sandy

Tn June of 1952 & week was spent in Boulder Chauiber by Peter
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Hervey,Peggy Hardwidge, Gwyn Sanders and nyself, The sump in the side
bassage was pcermenantly broken by breaking up the rock in the Tloor

and the stream can now be faintly heard on the other side, No effort

was made to get through, and it was given up in favour of the dig in

the floor of the chawber, The rock is well jointed and with the aid
of wedges and explosives a depth of four feet was reached, At this

eighteen inches across ang Peggy being by far smallest was pushed in,
There was & fissure in the bottom which helped to mske progress rather :
slow, Ten or tWelv%>fe@t down the passage was a pitch of sbout four ;
feet,and from a very low bedding plane the strecam issued, The passage '
proved to be too small to follow and by the quantity of wator Tresent

it was judged tg be only part of the stream, Richargd Stanley and Les
Howas woni down but with ne wors Muoecss, It would seei that at & vewy
short distace dovnstresn the passase dia ’%@Miww@mz{:ﬁ aﬁ%’a? ?é"y
the rising, 7 S

Another problem connected with the Boulder Chamber is hovr an¢

where does the flood watcr get shrough? CnSundar.Novembor 3rd.. Peter

Cooke, a visiting Wessox menlier, Roger Smith and myself went upstream

to the Railton-Wilde Sériec o da sowms phoutgraphy. The water was ,

about six inches over normal which made Stream Passage rather sporting,

About an hour was spent teking pictures and then we returned to the

stream to find the rising running much the same as before, hut

we noticed how much gquieter it was, It was only after n bite to eat

that we noticed that water was coming down Upper Flood Passage from

the Boulder Chamber,so we hurriedly collected our gear and made for

Low's Passage., The water there was already six inches deep but as

this was an opportunity not to be missed we went on to Poulder

Chember, having a little difficulty in crossing the pot just beyond

the Waterfall, The floor of the chaiber was under four feet of

water which was issuing from the base of the boulders, A few minutes

vere spent in toking a photograph and we wmade a hurried retreat

to Low's Passage. Arriving back at the step via the high level

route we found four fect of water coming down,

In February of this year we agein had the chance to sec the
flood water rising only this time we watched it from the beginning,
It was reining quite heavily outside and with stream six inches over
normal again, John Truman and myself went straight up 8trean
Passage to Doulder Chamber,hoping for a high flood, We were not to :
be disappointed, As has already been pointed out there are soveral ™,
points where the stream can be heard along the southern wall, the
mein one being in the floor near the houldar fall. This,however,
was quiet,the pessage below being alressay fuil, The other places
are fissures between there and the t-n ~nc of the Waterfall Traverse,
but the usual drain like noise was reniscsd Ly curious bell-like

noises which gave way to ruitnlings end hoagings gradually dying
dovm to nothing leaving just the noise of ths wehorfsail and the
distant rising downstream, This rather owincus silence found us
wandering up and down the wall wondering just where the flood would
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breek through. But no, it just crept up on us, just the smallest
trickle of water at the furthest fissure downstream,grodually crecping
across the chauber, Then another {issure startcd leegking, aond the
depression in the floor started to fill up., The silence was broken
by the water pouring into the topmost pool and so into Upper PFlood
Passage, The dig of Junc last year filled up very slowly, with no
visible current which shows that the passage under the floor takes
but a fraction of the total flow, The noise incressed t0 2 roar andg
soon that watcr started to come straight through the boulders. As the
water was approaching waist decp another picture was hurricdly #aken
and we made our way %o the safcty of Low's Passage. , ;

It appears that Upper Flood Passage begins to take water at
between twelve and eightcen inches over normal as measured -at the
'Step'. Altogether we spent three quarters of an hour in Boulderp
Chamber, this time being not the lcast cxeciting of meny hours we
have spent in Ogof Ffynnon Ddu,
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The First Ascent of Bafb Aven in Ogof Ffynnon Ddu.

Weny o time and oft
Have you climb'd up to walls end battloments,
To towers and wingows,ycasto chimmey-tops;
Your infants in your arme,and there have sat
The 1ive-long day,with patiocnt oxpcctation,"

, (Julius Cacsar. Act.l. Sc.l.)
During thc suwmacr Vool “illy and 1 deccided to look at the
aven in Whistle Passago in thé Railton - wild Scrios in Ogof ¥fynnon
Ddu. Choosing & good 100ft ropc.a nag of pogs and girded vith slings
and karabiners,hammcrs,drill -nd Rawl bolts Ve sct out to get up where
a yecar ago 1 haé failed,

1st,Pitch 65fts Running bclay on right 30ft up but no stoncc.
Chimecying up further to 1otom! wall offers only friction holdsa
The top of the pitch overhangs put it ie blosscd with o
stelagmite hold of the "Thank God" varicty. There is a good
belay on threc comentcd blocks in & pool. A comfortablc stancc.
ond, Pitohs 10f+t,  dor ehtunaying, There 1 ferent

stnl belay on a Timaatons Wiosi., A gocd alLamcCa therc is
a passage ghing goutl. Therg ars some lovely 1ittl stalactitcs
and WG crawled undcr thé&sc gxpoobantlys
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zpd,Pitch.18ft, chimmeying again after an owicward start, There
is a good stance but no beclaye

4th, Pitch. 15Ft, AS before but there is a good thrcad bclay.

5th. Pitch. 20ft, Glimb lcft and then traverse pight above the
stalagmnite halfway UDs Chimncy up another 6ft. and climb into
the passagc going wcst. There is no belay in sight of the piteh
but there is & good stancc jammcd across the passage with your
fcet on the walle Alternatively there is a good thrcad belay
15ft, along the passagc above the far side of =2 small pool.
There is 1O appgrent 1ivestock in the pool, Thc passage carries
on in o westerly aipcetion and it is cstimated to bc along

the strikce.The floor ig of dry wmud on tgtal' and in placcs

it is covered with tgte1t, Therc arc & nunibcr of finec colunms,

The mud and the glistcning vhite columms heltcd us as further
progress could only Do mede by digging. Qur usual bag of pitons was
not muach hclp for this Jjob but I was pleased that for once it had bececn
o straight fight and a sporting climb, We climbed down all thc pitches
except the pottom, Hcrc Ve f£ixecd the rope around the three cemented
vouldcrs and abscilcd cdown to Whistlc PaSsagco. Although the vrost of
the cliwmb was strenuous and would have becn difficult in daylight
the first pitch 1is & ‘Wery Difficlut' gtondard as &n ascont and later
T found it O be a severc pot when I climbed down after rctrieving the

e
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ropc. A headlamp always secmS SO inadequatc when trying to find a
foothold undcrncath an overhange It is a climb for neilcd boots
only as the uppecr pitches have somc very slimy patches where
rubber, ropc, OF 'Vibran' solcs would be suicidal,

The dig in Bat Aven,

A weck later we wcrce joincd by D.4.Coasc and Dr,E, Aslcti.

Before we rcached the top you can imagine the tanglc that two
- ropes and four 'bods'! were in when trying to sort themselves out
at thc top of the first pitch.Wc could not spread out so we spread
up and reached the top as a well-disciplincd partye. Thc decorative
obstructions yielded to the crowbar and digging commenced in the
almost dry mmud vhich is of similar texturc to that around Pillar
Chamber in the R.A.W.L. Series, to which height we had climbed,
The draught was nil and the air became foul but we presscd on

and dug our way for 10ft.Hopcs faded with the spacc for thc passage
ahcad was entirely filled,

Well that is Bat Aven, Did you say what BAT aven? In the
top passage was a little skeleoton which Aslett identificd as that
of a bat. We had no sultable conteincr to bring it out with us
without demeging the bones s Zat Avon vwill have to b clivbed

again to rotricve this ~o-lisr cxi.orov. in tha moantlae we ponder
as to where the bal was 7 Was it to thc ReAWeL. or to some
other way out?
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Obituarz.

Iﬁ is with dcep recgret that we record the deatr on July 3lst
of ¥r, M.Downey late of Rhongyr Isar Farm, Penycaec, ' ¥ olst.

et S e

His name will always be linked with Ogof Ffynnon Dy for it
was Mr., Downey who supplied the vital information which®led to
the discovery of the cave, Cavers Will remember his gencrosity
in allowing thcm to use his outbuildings as Changing rooms ang
at all times he was ready to help in any Way he could,

‘Mr. Nawney was an honary meriber of the South Wales Cavi
Club from its carliest days, e

Ogof Ffynnon Ddu. Rules of entry,.

Will leaders and membera pleasc note the following amendments
to the existing rules,

Rule 5.a. The Escape Boube st be enly used in case of
emcrgensy,

This rule is withdrawn,

Rule 5.b, The Upper Toast Rack Series will be closed to
all parties,

This is amendeé to read - Attic Passage will bo closcd to
: all partics,

Vandalism,

Included with this newsletter is a list orf members, Tt wili
greatly assist the editor if mewbers will notify any correction or
change of address at once,

New Publicstioms,

"Caves of Adventure™ by Haroun Tazieff, Published by Hamish
‘Hamilton at 12/6d,

Tho author gives us a vivid account of the explorations of
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the Coverhs of Pierre Saint-Martin, Mewbers will remecuber the tragic
results of this expedition when HMarcel Loubens fell to his death,
In this book all the circumstances which led to this accident are
given, The descriptions of the caverns are oll too short and it
is hoped that in view of recent explorations we wmey have a more
detailed account in the not too distant future,

UBritain Underground. N.Thornbef,J.O.Myers,StPide Brothers,
Published by Dalesmen Publishing Co., & Blaniford Press at 7/6d.

The publisher's description of the book on the dust cover says,
"This now edition is an annotated alphabetical guide to all the
coves of England...' It is hoped that Welsh and Scottish cavers and
clubs will not take exception to this Beplorable piece of bad taste,

The book is divided into regions of which the section on South
Wales written by the Stride brothers moinly concerns us, Some sixty
caves are listed and this includes nearly all the larger caves in
the area. Since,however,the authore have listed some of the smaller
caves e.g. Careg-yr-Ogof and Deborsh's Hole it is a pity they did.
not complete the job-for there over one hundred and fifty caves
in South Walées. The short descriptions of the caves are generally
fairly accurate. This is not the case in Ogof *fynnon Ddu where
names are given which are not used ; the distance gilven is 7,000t
which is hopolessly inaccurate as the distance is now 33 wiles,

In the beginning of the book a list of clubs is given and use
is made of this list in providing historicasl data in the Horthern
and Scottish sections of the book, No such data is given in the Welsh
section olthough this is readily available in records and in the
various volumes of the "British Caver, ™ .

In spite of the adverse critieism of the South Wales section
the book is a ‘'must' for enyone visiting the northern caving areas,
The book,which,fits easily into the pocket,contzins o wealth of
informntion gnd an excellent wmap section, ’ o

D W, Jenkins,

Pant Canod, -

On August 2nd., John Truman broke through into Pant Canol from
the Upper Toast Rack -in Ogof Ffynnon Ddu., The ‘question is, has BOCft
been added to Ogof Feynnon Ddu or has 3.6 miles been added to Pant
Canol?2?2?, A full description of this operation will be given in
the next circular together with a plan,

Circulars,

This is your circular so if you have anything for the editor
please send it along.
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South Wales Ceving Club,

Ligt of Meubers 1953 - 1954,

PRESIDENT. F. J‘Iqorth. O‘BQE‘ ,D.SCa ,FquS. 9FQSQA‘
National Museum of Wales, Cardiff,

VICE-PRESIDENTS. &.A.Glennie, C,I.E., D.S5,0.
Seaton House, Shrublands Rd., Berkhamstead, Herts,

A‘}Ioﬁillu )
West VWinds., Hunts Bay, Pennard, Swansea.

Honary ilembers,

J.L.Morgan, Tymawr, Abercrave, Swansea Valley,

T.Ashwell Morgan. Westbroock, St.James' Gardens, Swansea,
C.Powell. Rhongyr-Uchaf Farm., Penycae, Swansea Valley.
David Price, The Gwyn Arms, Penycae, Swansea Valley.

Mrs, David Price, The Gwyn Arms, Penycae, Swansea Valley,
John Barrows., Y Grithig, Penycae,; Swansea Valley.

Mrs, John Barrows, Y Grithig, Penycae, Swensea Vallcey,
A.J.R.Hudson, Dr.sMackworth Villa, St.Thomas, Swansco.

Members, :

Alexander J. 99,Rhydpenau Rd., Cyncoed, Cardiff,

Ashwell, AW, 1,Ellesmere Place, Leicester,

&slett, Dr.E. T.B.Clinic, Courtland Terrace,; Merthyr Tydfil, Glam,

Bowden-Lyle Miss S, 31,Highvorth Rd., St.Anne's Park, Bristol.4.
Bradshaw., G. 1,Isaac Walk, St,John's,Worcester,
Britton.D. 12,9t, John's Terrace, Neath Abbey, Neath, Glam,

Charles.M.J. 19,80berton Avenuc, Cerdiff,

Clerke, W,E. 23,Becchwood Rd,, Uplands, Swansca,
Ccas~ D.A, Batsford, Lower Leland, Bristol.S8.
Coase Nre.D.A, Betsford, Lower Leland, Bristol.8.
Crook, VreB.4A. The Laurels, Tiusbury, Nr.Bath,

Davies.J.B, 4, Erw Wen, Rhwbina, Nr,Cardiff,
Devios,Mrs, J.E, 4,BErw Wen, Rhwbina, Nr,Cardiff,
Davies.,J. M, 32,Heol-y-Deri,Rhwbina,Nr,Cardiff,

Davies, lirs, J. M. 32,Heol-y-Deri, Rhwbina, Nr,Cardiff,
Dembo, B M. Mosiziel, Regent Rd., Altringham, Cheshirec,
Devenish. C.L. Chapel Cottage, Priddy, Nr.Wells. Soms,
Dilly.N, 79, Arran Street,Roath,Cardiff,

Dingle,L.8. 2,Penylan Terrace, Roath,Cardiff,

Donnan., 7,The Warren, Hardingstone, Northampton.
Duncan.P. A. 39,Rotherslade Rd., Langland,Swansea,

Freemen, W.C. 45,Harbour Rd., Barry, Glam,

Griffiths.H, 29,Xnoll Rd., Godrergraig, Nr.Swansea,



-

:4:?

%

3':% - . - . - Rkd
e—dJenkins,D, W, Dinnore, Dyffryn Rd.s Liandrincod Wells, Rads.

o

¥
¥ . /Q)

Hordwidge,Uiss.P., 15,Heol Wernlas, Wnitchurch,Nr.Cardiff,
Hartwel, J.1., 116,Haes~-y-Dre, Glynncath, Glawm.

Harvey.P.I.W. Fairleigh, 7 ,Woodstock Rd,, Redland, Bristol, o,
Hawes. L. A. Corner Cottage, Rounton Rd,, Church Crookhem, Hants,
Hazclton., Miss, AJld. Ae Seaton Icusc, Shrublends Rd., Berkhsustcead,
Hill,C., 597, Chepstow Rd.s Newport, Hion.

Hill,lrs.C. 597, Chepstow RE,, Newporti.ilon,

Hourahan,M, 90,Beuloh Rd., Rhwbina, Nr,Cardifi,

Hunt.D. 19,9pring St., Cadoxton, Barry, Glails

Jernkins., C. 45, Llandennis Avenue, Cyncoed, Cardiff,

Jerkins. Mrs.D.W. Dinimore, Dyffryn Rd., “landrindod Wells, Rads.
Jonee. J.C. Victoria House, High S8trect,  Glynncath, Glam.

Kerr, Hod. 46, Bargow Rd. Levonshulme,'manchestcr 19,
Kirk, A, 28, Bradley Grecn Rd., Hyde, Cheshirc,

Levick.K. 1,Cacwel Rd., Llandaff, Cardiff,
Leyman, J.C. 36, Mery Street, Ncath, Glam.
Tittlc. W.H. 20, Cac Mawr Rd., Rhwbina, Nr,Cardiff, ey

Herts,

Mason.E.J. 11,Kendon Drive, VWiellington Hill Vest, Westbury-on-Tryn,

lMason Mrs.E.Jd. " Ditto. . Bristol.
Medina, Miss,D. 7,Bryn-y-ilor Crescent, Uplands, Swchseca.

Mcotic. Dr.J.F.W. Department of Chewmletry, The University, Bristol.

—Mills.W.B. Hatheway, Victoria Rd,, Llandrindod Wclls, Rads.

Moorc.D.C. Sudbury, Cwmdwr, Clydoch, Pwanscoe
Myers,J.0e. 11,Thorn Lanes Haworth Rd,., Bradford.9.

Parkes, J.G. Thc Grange, Thornbury, Glos,.,

Pearce.Dr.R.A.J. Lindisfarne, 11,Stelford St,, Trowbridge, wilts.s

Price, A. The Gwyn Arms, Ponycac, Swensea Vallcye.
Price,Dr. 4.C. Brockley Grovt, Crofton Park, London,S.E.4.
Price, W.Ashford. ¥Ynyswen, Ponycac, Swansca Valley.
Price,B.D. 44, Alma Street, Brynmawr, Hon. s

Reilton.C.L. 12,Chester Road North, Sutton Coléfield, Warcs,
Railton, iirs.C.L. 12,Chester Road North, Sutton Coldfield, Warcs,

8anders,G. 44,Down Strect, Clydach,Swansca.
Scymour,D., 118,Pantbach Rd., Wnitchurch,Nr,Cardiff,
Suith.R., 98,Stanwcll Rd., Pcnarth, Glei.
Stanley.N.G. Kenton, bondon Rd., Shrewsbury.

Taylor,M.C. Ballaclaguc, Acl-y-Bryn Rd., Cockctt, Swansca.
Taylor,Hiss.E, Ballaclagucy 4Lel-y-Bryn Rd., Cockett, Swansca,
Taylor,Miss.M. Ballaclaguc, Acl-y-Bryn Rd., Cockctt, Swansca,
Thomes,Ge H,Farmvillc Rd., Splott, Cardiff,

Thompson, D, Aylmer Housc, 4, St.Jospph Rd., Weston-supcr-ilerc,
Tratman, Prof.B.K. Pcnrosc Cottage, Burrington, Nr,Bristol.
Truman, J. 5,Ncath Rd,, Crynnant, Neathe :
Turner.D. 76, Nclson St., Patricroft, Bccles, Manchestore



¥ild,TeHaeL. 83,Furzcdovn Rde,
Willis.D. Ae 18,Church Rd,, Hanl
Wo0d.R.Ge 2,Penylan,Terracc.
Worthington.K.W.Lo 471 ,Cronni
Viring. Ae 76,Kensington Pork

Hon. Secretary, D.Hunt, 19,Spring 5t., Cadoxhon, Barny,Glarm, _
i D, H rAwidy S ;ﬁtt) ol o, Y"‘z-”-iﬁﬁhl‘vl"ﬂh,Cardiff
.l : " o ~ &

Hon. Treasurer, Hiss.k .
Hon, Bdisor, D.W.Jenking, Dinwmore, Lyffryn &3, , wrandrindod Wells,
: Rads,




